[Severe and mild forms of nemaline myopathy: a report of three cases].
Three new cases of two different forms of congenital nemaline myopathy are reported. Two of them represent a severe neonatal form. These cases were presented as a floppy infant syndrome. Although neither of them needed intensive care, they had feeding difficulties and one needed a feeding-tube for a period of time. Both of the patients showed a very severe motor delay and neither could manage to walk independently. During their lives, they suffered from repeated pneumonias, which was the cause of death in both cases before the age of two years. The mild congenital type represents a more benign form. Although hypotonic and weak, the patient managed to walk independently before two years of age. The weakness was spread all over, but was focused in the face, extensors of the neck and axial muscles. At 9 years of age, the patient has not experienced any respiratory trouble. The CK (creatine kinase) test were normal in all patients, but the EMG (electromyogram) showed different electromyographic patterns. The rods were in subsarcolemic positions, cytoplasmic positions or in both positions.